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gram on the Internet in 1998. In the inter-
im, he’d been busy pioneering digital
voice transmission, the system imple-
mented by AOR’s ARD9800 modem.

Hams on the Leading Edge
In 2004, Brain generously provided

the proprietary PC-ALE source code to
an Army MARS software development
team then headed by Carlos Santiago,
WB2FOZ/AAM2SB, in upstate New
York. Steve Hajducek, at the time a
member of New Jersey Army MARS
(and eventual successor as ALE team

leader) took on the years-long task of
expanding Brain’s PC-ALE  into a full-
service program.

Army MARS HQ cancelled its ALE
program in early 2007 so that the HF
channels could be reassigned to the
brand-new MARS-Winlink operation.
Bo Lindfors (N9UH/NNNØASA), Chief
of Navy-Marine Corps MARS and a pio-
neer user of ALE , agreed to take the pro-
gram under his wing. Hajducek trans-
ferred over from Army MARS. The
joint-service development team contin-
ued its work, now using frequencies sole-
ly contributed by N-MC and AF MARS.

Army members remained active under
the new sponsorship.

In the meantime, SHARES had adopt-
ed ALE for some of its emergency back-
up  nets. That’s the Homeland Security
Department’s SHAred RESources pro-
gram interlinking HF emergency backup
stations at federal agencies and the major
commercial phone and data carriers. The
three MARS services participate in its
ALE operation.

WAR’s Gary Sessums served on the
SHARES HQ staff before coming to the
Pentagon.  He currently is the ARRL
ARES Emergency Coordinator for
Arlington County, Virginia and was pre-
viously the RACES Radio Officer for
Hillsborough County FL, leading a
commo team to Mississippi during
Hurricane Katrina. Besides Sessums, the
WAR airborne exercise team included
Navy Capt. Rick Low, N6CY/AAT3PG;
Van Evans, KB3XC; and Ken Heitner
(WB4AKK-AFD3LE).

There’s an interesting spin-off of the
fresh attention that HF is now getting
from government communicators who all
too long were convinced SATCOM could
do everything. After years of opposing
amateur digital operation on the 60-meter
band (5060-5450 kHz), the National
Telecommunications and Information
Administration, which allocates frequen-
cies for federal agencies, has signaled its
OK for  CW, PSK31 and Pactor III. Ham
activity would be under very strict con-
ditions and on only a relatively tiny slice
of the spectrum.

The final decision belongs to the FCC,
but NTIA’s  assent was at least enough to
spur action on an ARRL petition that had
been gathering dust at the Commission
since 2006. MARS isn’t directly affected
– we already have a handful of allocations
in that priceless neighborhood – but the
augury is a good one.

One of the unambiguously positive
events in a history beset with obstacles –
both technical and organizational –
occurred just a year ago. On Oct. 21, 2009
WAR dedicated its  new quarters, part of
a top-to-bottom refurbishing at the
Pentagon. News releases were widely
published showing a recently-retired
high government official at one of the all-
new operating positions.

The story called leadership’s attention
to the strategic importance of MARS
resources, and the result was WARS get-
ting its invitation to join the recent air-
ground exercises . . . 

– Bill Sexton, N1IN/ AAR1FP 
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C
hange is one of the constant challenges we face as mem-
bers of the human race. And changes are certainly affect-
ing the way we promote and publicize amateur radio.

Consider how the media is moving away from print and toward
digital and the Internet options.  Certainly WorldRadio Online

is a prime example of this. So as we plan our promotional activ-
ities, let’s be flexible and consider using newer approaches
when appropriate.

We were reminded of this while reviewing the contents of
the 50-page promotional how-to manual or “toolkit” that the
Ham Radio Promotion Project provides to participating radio
clubs.

Sending hard copy news releases via regular mail or FAX to
the print or broadcast media used to be the gold standard.  No
more. The explosive growth of electronic communications such
as e-mail, cell phones, Facebook, texting and similar modes
requires that we include them in our plans. So our “toolkit” is
regularly updated to include them.

Traditional media can’t be ignored, however. People still turn
there for news. A survey by the Pew Research Center for the
People and the Press found that television is the number one
choice for local news (64 percent), followed by newspapers and
the Internet.

Using Social Media
There are several important differences to consider with the

so-called social media – such as Facebook and Twitter – or tex-
ting. These demand that your messages be concise and to-the-
point while avoiding excess verbiage.

Social media allow you to focus on specific targeted audi-
ences, and even solicit feedback if necessary. Facebook enables
you to add pictures and links, and isn’t limited to the 140-char-
acter limitations of Twitter.

Immediate feedback and interactive dialogues with audiences
certainly are a contrast to the old one-way printed news release.
Instead of depending upon editors to tell your story, there’s

PROMOTION AND RECRUITMENT

Strategies for Updating Our
Promotional ‘Toolkit’

Devere "Dee" Logan, W1HEO

A custom amateur radio display, such as this one in a library, can feature various radio items, including ham radio books
and magazines. It can also promote an upcoming presentation on amateur radio.
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potential for a more conversational
exchange of information and handling
questions in real time.

The downside is that true interactive
media require that someone be available
to engage in a dialogue.

Writing a news release for distribution
via e-mail or social media channels
requires a different approach than the old
inverted pyramid style of writing taught
for years in journalism schools, for exam-
ple.  Instead of including the “who, what,
where, when and why” in the first para-
graph, a short catchy sentence and fewer
words in the text is more appropriate. Not
all the main facts need to be squeezed into
the lead.

While there are benefits from having a
variety of “new” communication channels
available, let’s remember the importance
of the content of our messages. The medi-
um itself isn’t the message, so stay focused
on what you have to say. That’s what
counts.

The degree to which your ham radio
publicity uses social media depends
upon your resources. Some radio clubs
have a publicity chairman who issues the
usual releases and may even be using
social media. Regardless, do become
familiar with the various outlets and
styles and adopt your messages accord-
ingly.

A group called TechSoup supports
non-profits and has information on social
media on line. Let us know how you’re
using social media and we’ll pass along
the info in a future column (deverelo-
gan@gmail.com).

Promotional Updates
A major reason for ham radio promo-

tion is to recruit new licensees. So how
are we doing?

In the first six months of 2010 there
were 18,270 new amateur radio licenses
issued, which is about 8.5 percent higher
than last year.

In the same period in 2009, the FCC
issued 16,844 new licenses. That’s an
encouraging trend, indeed. We hasten to
add, however, that we shouldn’t become
complacent. Trend is not destiny!

Many of us are aware of the efforts over
many years of WRO Hams With Class
columnist Carole Perry, WB2MGP, to
introduce students to amateur radio. Her
experience as a teacher is very helpful in
suggesting how to present our hobby to
young people.

Since schools are the logical place to
focus, her insights into working within

the system are important. You may want
to read her excellent article, “Getting that
proverbial foot in the door” that appeared
in WRO’s July 2010 issue.

Attracting youth to our wonderful
hobby and keeping them interested
through association with their own age
groups is resulting in a variety of 
techniques.

We hear from Ryan Lee, K3SFG, that
there’s a Youth Net held Saturdays at 2
p.m. California time on the N6NFI Palo
Alto repeater, 145.230. Young hams, 18
or younger, can check in via Echolink,
using KR6DD-R (271122) or N6WN-R
(477737). If you have any questions, con-
tact Ryan at k3sfg@arrl.net.

Promotional Displays
One of the oldest, but most useful ways

to present our message to the public is the
display. Interesting and attractive designs
can do a good job of publicizing amateur
radio and recruiting new club members.

One benefit of a standalone unit is that
it doesn’t need a person to accompany it,
although that would be a plus.

Does your club have a display that
introduces both ham radio and your
group?  It can be made quite inexpen-
sively, so it won’t break the bank.

The basic design that was developed by
the Ham Radio Promotion Project uses a
standard three-panel lightweight unit
available at low cost from office supply
stores such as Staples or Office Max.

A top “header” can feature the name of
your club or a generic “Wireless World
of Amateur Radio” theme using large
stick-on letters. The panels can feature

photos of various activities such as Field
Day, mobile operations, classes, or kit
building.

Items such as newsletters, ham maga-
zines, typical radios, etc. can be added.
Club contact information should be high-
lighted, and literature can be placed near
the exhibit.

Your display can be offered to local
libraries, schools, senior centers, shopping
malls and other public areas. Used in con-
junction with a ham radio presentation, it
also can publicize an upcoming event.

A custom display was developed by
the Indian Hills Radio Club of
Wickliffe, Ohio, as part of a program to
introduce ham radio to the public. Using
an existing library display case, the
shelves held various radio books and
magazines, small transceivers and HTs,
a world prefix map, and placards with
information on ham radio and details of
the upcoming program.

Another valuable use for a radio club
display is at a local hamfest. Put it on your
table and offer copies of your club
newsletter and a promotional handout list-
ing some of the group’s attractions as well
– programs, nets, licensing courses, and
social events.

Be sure to invite the visitors to your
table to leave their name, call, address and
e-mail. You may want to use them to
develop a mailing list of prospective
members.

Devere “Dee” Logan, W1HEO, is 40-
year ham radio veteran who is an accred-
ited member of the Public Relations
Society of America and member of its
College of Fellow.
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RULES & REGS

W
elcome, Volunteer-Examiner Coordinators.  We have
some important work to accomplish here today.  It is
imperative, therefore, that everyone participating in

this meeting be prepared to consider fully all of the facts that
will be presented and to vote wisely on all questions. 

My job is to preside as the leader for our Principal
Examination System Team (PEST).  Our objective is to prepare
and administer the examination that will determine whether or
not you are ready to participate properly in this meeting.  So,
everyone please take out a clean sheet of paper and a pencil.
Settle down and let’s get serious. 

Our administering PESTs are the Ham brothers, Manny, Moe
and Jack.   They are having breakfast and will be here later to
sign any papers that need signing.  

We will, of course, be using our usual multiple-choice exam-
ination format.  The minimum passing grade is 74 points.   

Your first question is worth 10 points.  It is: 

NCVEC 1(a) What is the name of the gentleman who will
be our Chairman today?

a. Larry Pollock
b. Diane Zimmerman
c. Maria Somma
d. Donna Scott

The correct answer is: Larry Pollock from the W5YI VEC.
Diane Zimmerman is the Chairlady for the Laurel Amateur Radio
Club VEC.  Maria Somma heads up the ARRL/VEC.  Donna
Scott is a key member of the FCC staff here in Gettysburg.

Did anyone miss this one?  No one?  Fine.  You now have 10
points.  Here’s the next one; it is also worth 10 points:

NCVEC 2(b) What is the name of the person who will be
our Secretary today?

a. Michelle Williams
b. Michele Cimbala
c. Michelle Pfeiffer
d. Michelle Obama

Hint:  Our Secretary spells her first name with only one "L"
and her last name with only one L.  

The correct answer is: attorney Michele Cimbala. Michelle
Williams is a singer and actress.  Michelle Pfeiffer is a movie
actress.  Michelle Obama is our nation’s First Lady.

Did everyone get it right?  You now have 20 points.  Your
next question is worth 10 points:

NCVEC 3(c) What is the responsibility of our NCVEC
Secretary?

a. File papers
b. Answer the phone
c. Take minutes
d. Get coffee 

The correct answer is: take minutes.  They are the written
legal record of this meeting and may be subpoenaed.  If it isn’t
in the minutes, it didn’t happen.

You now have 30 points. Your next question is worth anoth-
er 10 points:

NCVEC 4(d) Which parliamentary procedure have the
VECs agreed to use?

a. Tom’s Rules of Order
b. Dick’s Rules of Order
c. Harry’s Rules of Order
d. Robert’s Rules of Order

The correct answer is (d).  The VECs have agreed to use
Robert’s Rules of Order. They were first developed by
Brigadier General Henry M. Robert.  Wikipedia says that he is
most famous for his collection of rules regarding parliamentary
procedure published in 1876.    

The Rules Say...
John B. Johnston, W3BE

Examining Our VECs

For the past 26 years, under agreements with the Federal Communications Commission, our 30,000 volunteer examiners
have been recruited and accredited by our volunteer-examiner coordinators.  Now 14 in number, our VECs must also cooper-
ate in maintaining our question pools.  The VECs have formed themselves into the National Conference of Volunteer Examiner
Coordinators, for which W3BE serves as Vice-Chairman.  The following is from his lighthearted welcome to the annual NCVEC
meeting in Gettysburg, PA, on July 23, 2010.

Laura Smith of the FCC Enforcement Bureau presents her
briefing. 

46 WorldRadio Online, October 2010                                                                                                     A publication of CQ Communications, Inc.



Following his poor performance in leading a church meeting,
Robert had resolved that he would learn all about parliamen-
tary procedure before attending another one.  

Some of you may know how disordered such gatherings can
become.  Why, they can sometimes be almost as chaotic as our
ham radio club meetings.     

Parliamentary procedure is widely used in America to facil-
itate the democratic transaction of decision-making in an orga-
nized group.  A multitude of books have been published on this
topic.  One easy-to-use version is ROBERT’S RULES IN
PLAIN ENGLISH by Doris P. Zimmerman published by
HarperPerennial.  It is a very readable and authoritative guide
to running meetings.  If you ever have the misadventure of find-
ing yourself as the president of your radio club, it can be your
best friend. 

For the rest of us, there is THE GUERRILLA GUIDE TO
ROBERT’S RULES by Nancy Sylvester published by ALPHA.
It is designed to give you the tools you need to participate effec-
tively in a meeting.  When everyone involved knows the pro-
cedures and has the full information, the process will win out
and the group will make wise decisions.

Your now have 40 points. Your next question is worth 20
points:

NCVEC (5)(a, b, c, d) Whose rights do parliamentary pro-
cedures protect?

a. the majority to decide
b. the minority to be heard
c. individual members
d. absentees

Representatives of the VECs attending the 2010 Conference.

Bill Cross of the FCC Wireless Telecommunications Bureau Mobility Division presents his briefing.
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All of these answers are correct.  The
rules of parliamentary procedure are
based upon common sense and logic.
They have evolved throughout centuries
of usage and custom.  By practicing cor-
rect parliamentary procedure, we also
protect our self-governing NCVEC.

Each one of these correct answers is
worth 5 points.  So, you now have 60
points.  Here is your next question; it is
worth 10 points:

NCVEC 6(d) Why are we all here?
a. Confer with the FCC staff
b. Plan for the future
c. Elect officers for next year
d. All of the above

Keeping with our World’s worst-kept
secret examination algorithm, all of the
above is usually the correct answer and
is usually in position (d). There will, how-
ever, very likely be a lot more going on
at this conference.  The informal person-
to-person interaction and the exchange of
ideas have been a key factor in the suc-
cess of our VE system.  

When this all began, we had only the
FCC model to use as our template.  We
now have 25-years of experience in coor-
dinating examination preparation and
administration by VEs.  We have a wealth
of insight to share and our own army of
battle-proven experts from whom to
learn.

You now have 70 points.  Here is your
final and toughest question; it is worth 30
points: 

NCVEC 7 What is the purpose of our
VEC system?

a. Stimulate radio apparatus commerce
b. Teach electrical engineering
c. Augment land mobile, personal and

marine systems
d. Manipulate licensing trends 

Although you may have heard some or
all of those answers at one time or anoth-
er, none of them set forth accurately the
fundamental purpose for its existence.
The correct answer, unfortunately, con-
sumes more characters and spaces than
our multiple-choice exam format will
accommodate.  

That factual answer is codified in
Section 97.503: A written examination
must be such as to prove that the exami-
nee possesses the operational and tech-
nical qualifications required to perform
properly the duties of an amateur service
licensee.  

Keep this in mind:  Our amateur ser-
vice community depends upon us getting
it right.  Your new Element 2 question
pool shows that we are on the right track.
Read BE Informed No. 55 What Do Hams
Really Need To Know and When Do
They Need To Know it?  It is available
from my website.  It is an overview of the
1,600-plus questions in your pools.  Sixty
percent of your questions address techni-
cal matters deemed necessary to making
meaningful our good amateur and good
engineering practices (24 percent) and
our FCC rules (15 percent).  Only 1 per-
cent of your questions do not fit into one
of those three categories.

Your distribution of the questions
reveals what you judge to be the most

suitable privileges for each operator
class.  In particular, it appears that you
consider Technician and General Class
Operators to be authorized far too much,
notably excessive transmitter power
limits, unwarranted emission type priv-
ileges and unsuitable special operations
privileges.   

Because this question is unusable,
everyone gets a presumptive 30 points.
That means you have all scored 100
points. 

Make use of today’s unique opportu-
nity wisely.  Consider those VEs for
whom you serve.  They are on the front
line donating their time and talent in
attempting to determine whether or not
their examinees are ready for the privi-
leges afforded by an FCC license.  

The Ham brother PESTs are enjoying
another cup of coffee, but they will later
sign the Certificates of Successful
Completion of Examination saying that
they were present and administering the
exam.  This meeting, therefore, may 
proceed.

Mr. Chairman! It is my pleasure to
announce that these outstanding candi-
dates have all aced the exam, thusly prov-
ing that they are properly prepared to par-
ticipate in this meeting.

Congratulations!  Thank you for your
efforts and for being here.  

Read the rules - Heed the rules 
Visit http://www.w3BEInformed.org for links to rules and information sites.  
E-mail your questions about the amateur  service rules to john@johnston.net.

Members of the Laurel Amateur Radio Club VEC team in attendance.
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2010/11
calendar

CQ Amateur Radio Operators Calendar

This year’s calendar is 

better than ever! 

You’ll find 15 spectacular

color images of some of the

biggest, most photogenic

shacks, antennas, scenics

and personalities from

across the country.  

15 month calendar 
January 2010—March 2011

NNooww oonn

SSAALLEE!!

Still only $10.95   plus $2 S&H

http://store.cq-amateur-radio.com/Categories.bok?category=CQ+Calendars
mailto:john@johnston.net
http://www.w3BEInformed.org
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=1fd042880fafafd63f70c7382a7efee2&rgn=div5&view=text&node=47:5.0.1.1.6&idno=47#PartTop
http://www.w3beinformed.org/id23.html
http://www.w3beinformed.org/id23.html
http://www.w3beinformed.org/id55.html
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=1fd042880fafafd63f70c7382a7efee2&rgn=div5&view=text&node=47:5.0.1.1.6&idno=47#47:5.0.1.1.6.6.157.2


Maximum usable frequency from West Coast, Central
U.S. and East Coast (courtesy of Engineering Systems
Inc., Box 1934, Middleburg, VA 20118). The numbers list-
ed in each section are the average maximum usable fre-
quencies (MUF) in MHz for contacting five major areas of
the world centered on Africa-Kenya/Nairobi, Asia-
Japan/Toyko, Oceania-Australia/Melbourne, Europe-
Germany/Frankfurt, and South America-Brazil/Rio de
Janerio. Smoothed sunspot number =  12. 

Chance of contact as determined by path loss is indi-
cated as bold *MUF for good, plain MUF for fair, and in
(parenthesis) for poor. UTC is hours.

DX Predictions
OCTOBER 2010

WEST COAST

UTC AFRI ASIA OCEA EURO SA

10 (10) 8 *15 (8) 14

12 ( 9) 8 *14 (8) 13

14 (19) 8 *13 15 *23

16 22 10 *16 15 *28

18 *23 (10) (13) (13) *29

20 23 *20 20 (9) *29

22 19 *20 25 (9) *28

24 16 *19 28 (8) *26

2 *13 16 28 8 *21

4 11 11 *24 8 *18

6 (10) 10 20 *9 *16

8 (10) 9 *17 (8) *13

CENTRAL U.S.A.

UTC AFRI ASIA OCEA EURO SA

8 (10) 8 *14 (8) *13

10 ( 9) 8 *13 (8) *13

12 19 8 *12 16 *23

14 22 8 *19 *17 *26

16 23 (8) 16 16 *28

18 *24 (8) (14) 13 *29

20 *22 16 21 (10) *29

22 19 18 25 ( 9) *28

24 *13 16        27 8 *25

2 11 (11) *22 8 *21

4 11 (9) 18 8 *18

6 (10) (9) 16 *8 *15

EAST COAST

UTC AFRI ASIA OCEA EURO SA

7 12 ( 8) (14) *8 *14

9 (12) 8 *13 ( 8) *13

11 *24 8 *12 16 *20

13 *28 9 *20 *18 *24

15 *30 ( 8) 17 *18 *27

17 *30 ( 8) (15) *16 *28

19 *25 ( 8) (18) 13 *29

21 *21 16 24 (10) *29

23 *17 16 27 9 *27

1 *15 (10) 21 8 *22

3 *13 ( 9) 18 8 *18

5 *13 ( 9) 15 8 *16

i

CQ is devoted entirely 
to the things that Hams
care about. It’s a fine
blend of technical ideas
and projects, news and
reviews of new Ham

products and 
operating information,
written and edited by
a group of people who
are absolutely crazy
about this hobby!

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!

Celebrates its 
65th Anniversary!

USA VE/XE Foreign

1 Year $36.95   $49.95 $61.95

2 Years $66.95 $92.95 $116.95

*3 Years $96.95 $135.95 $171.95

Here’s a peek at 
CQ’s October issue:

DXpedition to . . . 
New York? 4U1UN and the
2009 CW WW SSB Contest

CQ WWDX Contest 
All-Time U.S.A. Records

Building Captain Midnight’s 1942
“Pocket Locator”

Click here to subscribe online!

CQ Amateur Radio
25 Newbridge Road

Hicksville, NY 11801
Phone 516-681-2922

www.cq-amateur-radio.com
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CONTEST: TARA Fall Classic PSK Rumble

DATE & TIME: 0000-2359Z 2 Oct

BANDS/MODE: 160-6M PSK

POINTS: 1 Pt. per QSO

MULTIPLIERS: W/VE/JA/VK Call areas + DXCC countries, 

once per band

EXCHANGE: Name + Call Area; DX gives Name + Country prefix

ENTRY CATEGORIES: Normal - <100W; Great - <20W; Super - <5W;

Novice, SWL; Team

ENTRIES: 30 Oct.  

Use on-line score form at www.n2ty.org/seasons/tara_rumble_score.html

Rules at: www.n2ty.org/seasons/tara_rumble_rules.html

CONTEST: EU Autumn Sprint

DATE & TIME: 1600-1959Z 2 Oct 

BANDS/MODE: 80/40/20M SSB

POINTS: 1 Pt. per QSO

MULTIPLIERS: None

EXCHANGE: Both calls + Serial # + Name

ENTRY CATEGORIES: Single op only!

ENTRIES: 15 Days  Dave Lawley, G4BUO, Carramore, Coldharbour Rd.,

Penshurst, Kent, TN11 8EX, England, UK.  

Cabrillo logs to: eusprint@kkn.net

Web page: www.qsl.net/eusprint

Rules at: www.eusprint.com/index.php?page=140&lang=g

CONTEST: California QSO Party

DATE & TIME: 1600Z 2 Oct. – 2200Z 3 Oct.

BANDS/MODE: 160-2M SSB/CW

POINTS: 2 Pts. SSB, 3 Pts. CW

MULTIPLIERS: CA sta’s count States + Canadian Provinces,  all others

count CA counties (58 possible)

EXCHANGE: CA sta’s give serial # + County, all others give serial # +

State/Province/Country

ENTRY CATEGORIES: Single op, QRP (<5W); Low (5-100W), High;

Multi-Single QRP, Low, High; Multi-Multi QRP, Low, High; CA County

Expedition; Mobile; School; Novice/Technician 

ENTRIES: 31 October NCCC, c/o Rick Eversole, N6RNO  1225 Vienna

Dr. #119, Sunnyvale, CA 94089  

Cabrillo (preferred) to: logs@cqp.org

Online server for log submission: http://logs.cqp.org

Free logging software at: www.cqp.org/Software.html

Rules at: www.cqp.org/Rules.html

CONTEST: Oceania DX

DATE & TIME: 0800Z 2 Oct - 0800Z 3 Oct

BANDS/MODE: 160-10M SSB

POINTS: 3 Pts. 10M; 2 Pts. 15M ; 1 Pt. 20M; 5 Pts. 40M; 10 Pts. 80M; 20

Pts. 160M

MULTIPLIERS: Prefixes, onces per band

EXCHANGE: RS + Serial #

ENTRY CATEGORIES: Single op - All bands or Single band; Multi-

single - Multi-op, single XMTR; Multi - Multi - Multiple ops, XMTRS

ENTRIES: 8 Nov.  Oceania DX Contest  c/o Wellington ARC  

P.O. Box 6464  Wellington 6030  New Zealand  

Cabrillo to: ph@oceaniadxcontest.com

Online log forms at: www.b4h.net/cabforms

Web page: www.oceaniadxcontest.com

Rules at: www.oceaniadxcontest.com/rules.pdf

CONTEST: DX/NA YLRL Anniversary Contest

DATE & TIME: 1400Z 8 Oct - 0200Z 10 Oct

BANDS/MODE: All bands, all modes

POINTS: 1 Pt. ARRL section/Canadian Province QSO; 2 Pts. DX 

MULTIPLIERS: Total of Sections/Provinces/Countries

EXCHANGE: Both calls + Serial # + RS(T) + ARRL Section/VE Province

ENTRY CATEGORIES: QRP (>5W), Low (50100W); High

ENTRIES: 30 Days  Cheryl Muhr, NØWBV  P.P. Box 342, 

Littleton, CO 80160  

E-mail: n0wbv@earthlink.net

Rules at: www.ylrl.org/ylcontests.html#DXYL

CONTEST: EU Autumn Sprint
DATE & TIME: 1600-1959Z 9 Oct 
BANDS/MODE: 80/40/20M CW
POINTS: 1 Pt. per QSO
MULTIPLIERS: None
EXCHANGE: Both calls + Serial # + Name
ENTRY CATEGORIES: Single op only!
ENTRIES: 15 Days  Karel Karmasin, OK2FD  Gen. Svobody 636  CZ-674
01 Trebic  Czech Republic  
Cabrillo logs to: eusprint@kkn.net
Web page: www.qsl.net/eusprint
Rules at: www.eusprint.com/index.php?page=140&lang=g

CONTEST: FISTS Fall Sprint
DATE & TIME: 1700-2100Z 9 Oct
BANDS/MODE: 80 - 10M CW
POINTS: 2 Pts. non-member QSO; 5 Pts. member QSO
MULTIPLIERS: States/Provinces/DXCC once only
EXCHANGE: Name + State/Province/DXCC Country + FISTS number
(non-members give power)
ENTRY CATEGORIES: QRP (<5W); QRO (5-100W); 
Club (Note: 100W maximum for all!)
ENTRIES: 30 Days  Gil Woodside, WA1LAD, 30 Hilltop Ave., 
West Warwick, RI 02893-2825  
Cabrillo or ASCII logs to: wa1lad@cox.net
Web page: www.fists.org
Online entry form: www.fists.org/fists_entry_form.txt
Rules at: www.fists.org/sprints.html

CONTEST: Pennsylvania QSO Party
DATE & TIME: 1600Z 9 Oct. – 0500Z 10 Oct & 1300-2200Z 10 Oct. 
BANDS/MODE: 160-2M SSB/CW/PSK/FM
POINTS: CW – 2 Pts. 160 & 80M, 1.5 Pts all other bands; SSB – 1 Pt.;
PSK – 2 Pts; FM – 1 Pt.; 200 Pts. QSO with W3OK
MULTIPLIERS: PA sta’s count ARRL/Canadian Sections + PA Counties
+ 1 DX; All Others count PA Counties
EXCHANGE: Serial # + County or ARRL/Canadian Section 
ENTRY CATEGORIES: Single op, QRP (<5W), Medium (6-150W),
QRO; Single op, CW (<150W); Multi-single, Multi-multi; Single op,
portable; Multi-multi, portable; Mobile; Rover 
ENTRIES: PA QSO Party, C/O NARC, P.O. Box 614, State College, 
PA 16804-0614 
Online submission (format not specified) paqsolog@nittany-arc.net
Rules at: www.nittany-arc.net/paqso09rules.html

CONTEST: Arizona QSO Party
DATE & TIME: 1600Z 9 Oct. – 0600Z 10 Oct. & 1400-2359Z 10 Oct.
BANDS/MODE: 80-2M SSB/CW/Digi
POINTS: 1 Pt. SSB; 2 Pts. CW, Digi (100 Pt. bonus for QSO with W7SA)
MULTIPLIERS: AZ sta’s count States/Provinces/Countries; All others
count AZ counties (15 possible)
EXCHANGE: AZ sta’s give RS(T) + County; All others five RS(T) +
State/Province/Country
ENTRY CATEGORIES: Single op, Multi op, Portable, Mobile
ENTRIES: 31 October  Catalina Radio Club c/o Gary Keck, P.O. Box
18135, Tucson, AZ 85731  
Cabrillo to: logs@azqsoparty.org
Rules at: www.azqsoparty.org

CONTEST: Oceania DX
DATE & TIME: 0800Z 9 Oct - 0800Z 10 Oct
BANDS/MODE: 160-10M CW
POINTS: 3 Pts. 10M; 2 Pts. 15M ; 1 Pt. 20M; 5 Pts. 40M; 10 Pts. 80M; 20
Pts. 160M
MULTIPLIERS: Prefixes, once per band
EXCHANGE: RST + Serial #
ENTRY CATEGORIES: Single op - All bands or Single band, High or
Low power; Multi-single - Multi-op, single XMTR; Multi - Multi - Multiple
ops, XMTRS
ENTRIES: 30 Days  Oceania DX Contest  c/o Wellington ARC  P.O. Box
6464  Wellington 6030  New Zealand  
Cabrillo to: cw@oceaniadxcontest.com
Online log forms at: www.b4h.net/cabforms
Web page: www.oceaniadxcontest.com
Rules at: www.oceaniadxcontest.com/rules.pdf

CONTEST CORNER
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CONTEST: North American Sprint

DATE & TIME: 0000-0400Z 10 Oct

BANDS/MODE: 80/40/20M RTTY

POINTS: ! Pt. per QSO

MULTIPLIERS: States (no KH6!)/CA Provinces/NA Countries (USA and

Canada do not count as countries!)

EXCHANGE: Both calls + Serial # + Name + QTH 

ENTRY CATEGORIES: Single op – QRP, Low or High

ENTRIES: 16 Oct.  Days  Ed Muns, W)YK, P.O. Box 1877 Los Gatos, 

CA 95031-1877  

E-mail: rttysprintmgr@ncjweb.com

Cabrillo logs: www.ncjweb.com/sprintlogsubmit.php

ASCII logs to: rttysprint@ncjweb.com

Paper to Cabrillo converter: www.b4h.net/cabforms/nasprintrtty_cab.php

Rules at: www.ncjweb.com/sprintrules.pdf

CONTEST: NAQCC Sprint

DATE & TIME: 0130-0330Z 13 Oct

BANDS/MODE: 80/40/20M CW

POINTS: 1 Pt. non-member QSO; 2 Pts. member QSO 

MULTIPLIERS: States/Provinces/Countries

EXCHANGE: RST + State/Province/Country + Member # (non-members

give power)

ENTRY CATEGORIES: SWA (Simple Wire Antenna); Gain

ENTRIES: 7 Days  John Shannon, K3WWP, 478 E. High St., Kittanning,

PA 16201  

E-mail: naqcc33@windstream.net

(Submit log as plain text, NO attachments!)  

Auto-logger: http://naqcc.n4lcd.com/sprintlog.html

Web page: http://home.windstream.net/yoel/index.html

Log form available at: http://naqcc.n4lcd.com/sprintlog.html

Rules at: http://home.windstream.net/yoel/sprint_rules.html

CONTEST: Illinois QSO Party

DATE & TIME: 1700Z 17 Oct – 0100Z 18 Oct

BANDS/MODE: 160-2M Phone/CW/Digi 

POINTS: 1 Pt. Phone; 2 Pts. CW/Digi

MULTIPLIERS: Illinois Counties; IL sta’s count

States/Provinces/Countries

EXCHANGE: IL sta’s give RS(T) + County; All others give RS(T) +

State/Province/Country

ENTRY CATEGORIES: IL Fixed, Portable, Mobile, Rover; 

Outside Illinois

ENTRIES:  18 November  WIARC, P.O. Box 3132, Quincy, IL 62305-3132

Cabrillo (preferred) to: n9jf@arrl.net

Rules at: www.w9awe.org/ILQP%202009%20Rules.pdf

CONTEST: Run for the Bacon

DATE & TIME: 0100-0300Z 17 Oct

BANDS/MODE: 80-10M CW

POINTS: 1 Pt. non-member QSO; 3 Pts. FP member; 5 Pts. FP member 

different continent

MULTIPLIERS: States/Provinces/Countries

EXCHANGE: RST + State/Province/Country + FP #; 

(non-members give power)

ENTRYCATEGORIES: Not specified

ENTRIES: Online log submission only: www.fpqrp.com/autolog.php

Rules at: www.fpqrp.com/fpqrprun.php

CONTEST: New York QSO Party

DATE & TIME: 1400Z 16 Oct. – 0200Z 17 Oct.

BANDS/MODE: 160-2M Phone/CW/Digi

POINTS: 1 Pt. SSB; 2 Pts. CW; 3 Pts. RTTY/Digi 

MULTIPLIERS: NY sta’s count NYCounties (62) + States/Provinces; All

others count NY Counties 

EXCHANGE: NY sta’s give RS(T) + County; All Others give RS(T) +

State/Province or DX

ENTRY CATEGORIES: Single op; Multi-single; Multi-multi; School;

Mobile – All can use QRP (<5W), Low (6-100W), High (>100W) 

ENTRIES: 14 Days Cabrillo only! to: logs@nyqp.org

Online Cabrillo formatter: www.b4h.net/cabforms

Rules at: www.nyqp.org/NewsLetters/NYQP_-_Rules_2010.pdf

CONTEST: CQ WW DX

DATE & TIME: 0000Z 30 Oct - 2359Z 31 Oct

BANDS/MODE: 160-10M SSB

POINTS: 1 Pt. Same Continent, 20/15/10M; 2 Pts. NA to NA contacts; 3

Pts. Other continents 

MULTIPLIERS: Zones/Countries per band

EXCHANGE: RS + CQ Zone

ENTRY CATEGORIES: Single Op - Single Band; Single Op - All Band,

QRP, Low, High; Multi Op; Multi Op - 2 XMTR’s; Multi Op - 

Multi XMTR’s 

ENTRIES: 1 Dec  CQ WPX Contest  25 Newbridge Road  Hicksville, 

NY 11801  

Cabrillo to: ssb@cqww.com

Rules at: www.cqww.com/2009_Rules_cqww.pdf

CONTEST: 10-10 International Fall/CW/Digital

DATE & TIME: 0001Z 30 Oct - 2359Z 31 Oct

BANDS/MODE: 10M CW/Digital

POINTS: 1 Pt. non-member; 2 Pts. member QSO

MULTIPLIERS: None

EXCHANGE: Call + Name + QTH + 10-10 # (if any)

ENTRY CATEGORIES: Individual; Club

ENTRIES: 9 Nov  Dan Morris, KZ3T, 131 Valencia Ln., 

Stateville, NC 28625 

E-mail: dbm72941@roadrunner.com

Rules at: www.ten-ten.org/Forms/QSOPartyRules_05312009.pdf

Click here for information on listing 
your contest in the next issue of WRO!
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Fresno Amateur Radio Club - Meets 2nd Friday/monthly, 7
PM at Cedar Lanes bowling alley, Cedar and Shields in Fresno.
Net Sunday at 7 PM on W6TO/R, 146.94 (-) PL 141.3hz. Tech
Net Wednesday at 7 PM on W6TO/R www.W6TO.com;
W6TO@ARRL.net. Contact Ken, WA6OIB @559-323-6753  

12/10 

North Shore RC - www.ns9rc.org. - is one of Chicago’s
largest/most active radio clubs. Meetings feature a wide variety
of amateur radio topics and are normally held on the second
Tuesday of each month at 7:30 PM, the Heller Nature Center,
2821 Ridge Rd., Highland Park, IL. Regular weekly net is held
on Thursday night at 8:00 PM on the 147.345+ (107.2) and
442.725+ (114.8) repeaters. Club’s other repeaters include:
224.32- (110.9), D-Star 442.09375+ and 1292.20- voice and
1242.20 data. Provides licensing classes, exams and help to
new hams.           11/10

Williamsburg Area Amateur Radio Club (WAARC) meets
on 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7PM at James City County
Library, 7700 Croaker Rd., Williamsburg, VA. Talk-in on 146.76
(~). Contact Ken, NU4I at 757-564-7731 or nu4i@arrl.net.
Website www.k4rc.net 03/11

CALIFORNIA

Visit Your Local RADIO CLUB

VIRGINIA

ILLINOIS

Click here to have your club listed!
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VE EXAMS
As a service to our readers, WorldRadio Online presents a feature listing of those VE exams, times and locations which are sent
to us. Please remember that our deadline for publication is two months in advance. For example, if your group is scheduling an
exam for December, please have the information to us by October 1st. World Radio Online, VE Exams, 25 Newbridge Road,
Hicksville, NY 11801. List the location (city and state), any information examinees should have (advance registration, etc.) and
the name of the person to contact for further information. Examinees should bring their original license (along with a photo
copy), two forms of identification (at least one should be a photo), and required fee.

p/r pref. = pre-register preferred but w/i OK w/i  = walk-in only

p/r = pre-registration only-no w/i w/i pref.  = w/i preferred to p/r

Add your local VE Exam information to this FREE monthly listing! 

Click here for posting information.

CITY DATE CONTACT NOTES

ARIZONA
Mesa 3rd Mon Steve KY7W, 480-804-1469, kj7wk@cox.net w/i
Phoenix 4th Sat Gary Hamman, 602-996-8148, K7GH@arrl.net

ARKANSAS
Harrison 2nd Sat Bob, AJ5C, 870-365-3871, aj5c@cox.net
Sherwood 1st Sat Daryl Stout, AE5WX, 501-681-1551,

ae5wx@arrl.net p/r pref.
CALIFORNIA
Highland 10/16 Ed , WU6I, 909-864-0155, wu6i@arrl.net           p/r pref.
LaVerne Last Sat Frank, K6FW, 909-628-8661, k6fw@arrl.net p/r
Long Beach 3rd Sat Louise, N6ELK, 562-429-1355 p/r
Manteca/Tracy 4th Sat David, N5FDL, 209-835-6893, n5dfl@arrl.net p/r
Redwood City Call Al, WB6IMX@arrl.net, 

www.amateur-radio.org w/i
Sacramento Hotline! 916-492-6115, n6na@arrl.org
San Francisco 10/24 hamcrams.com
Santa Rosa Hotline! Hotline-Recording 707-579-9608 w/i ok
Sebastopol Hotline! Recording 707-579-9608
Sunnyvale Visit Site Gordon, W6NW, Sv@amateur-radio.org, 

www.amateur-radio.org w/i
COLORADO
Englewood 1st Sat Dave, N0HEQ, 303-795-5718, n0heq@arrl.net, 

Commerical Exams also          p/r pref
FLORIDA
Melbourne 1st Sat John, AA8IS@earthlink.net, 321-412-2779 w/i ok
North Port Call Bill Norris, KC7TSG, 941-426-0214 w/ipref.
St. Pete Call Mark, NP3R, 727-528-0071 w/i pref.
Sanford 4th Sat James, N4ZKT, 407-333-4245, 

n4zkt@bellsouth.net

HAWAII
Oahu Is. Call Lee, KH6BZF, 808-247-0587 p/r

IOWA
Vinton 3rd Tues Kenneth, N0EGV, 319-223-5739, 

n0egv@southslope.net w/i ok
ILLINOIS
Bolingbrook 3rd Sat Dale, W9KHX, 815-723-3332 w/i ok
Burr Ridge Any Day Argonne ARC, W9DS, 630-986-0061 p/r
Lake in Hills 4th Sat Jeffrey Dubin, N9MXT, 847-815-9407
Roselle 2nd Tues Sam, W9SFB, 630-894-0708,

w9sfb@aol.com p/r

INDIANA
Richmond Call Mike, 765-439-4230, w1idx@arrl.net w/i
South Bend 3rd Mon Alan, NY9A, 574-232-6883 p/r

MICHIGAN
Garden City Call Ken Wardell, AB8ZD, 

734-421-7730, gsnapshot@att.net w/i ok
Oak Park 1st Tues D. Flint 248-981-8145

MINNESOTA
Apple Valley 2nd Thur Jim, N0OA, 612-384-7709, N0OA@arrl.net p/r pref.

MISSISSIPPI
Gulfport 1st Sat Harrison Cty., Clay, W5ACS 228-863-2042 w/i ok

w5acs@arrl.net

NEVADA
Stagecoach 2nd Sat Jack, AC6FU, 775-577-2637  ac6fu@arrl.net

CITY DATE CONTACT NOTES

NEW JERSEY
Roselle 4th Sat Gerry, AA2ZJ, 732-283-2795, aa2zj@arrl.net
Winslow 4th Tues Mark, K2AX, 609-820-1523, JTRA@comcast.net

NEW YORK
Bethpage 2nd Tues Bob, 631-499-2214, w2ilp@optonline.net p/r
Canandaigua 1st Wed Squaw Island ARC, David A. Foster,

585-398-0216, D1161F@aol.com w/i
Canandaigua 1st Wed David Foster, 585-398-0216, www.siarc.us w/i
Valhalla 10/14 Stanley, WA2NRV,  wa2nrv@weca.org
Yonkers Call Paul, AC2T, 914-237-5589, w2yrc@hotmail.com,

www.yarc.org w/i ok

NORTH CAROLINA
Fayetteville 10/9 Patricia Edwards, N4UGH, 

n4ughpat@aol.com, 910-584-1801 w/i

OHIO
Cincinnati 1st Sat Dale, KC8HJL, 513-769-0789 p/r pref
Sandusky Call Luther, N8HC, 419-684-7864, n8hc@arrl.net p/r

OREGON
Astoria Call AA7OA, 503-338-3333 p/r
Bend Weds Joe, K7SQ, 541-385-3152 p/r
Lincoln City 1st Sat Carl, w7li@arrl.net, 503-965-7575 w/i ok
McMinnville Call Mark, AC7ZQ, 503-843-3580 w/i only
Sisters Call Dave, N7TYO, 541-549-7831 p/r
Tigard Call John, KS0F, 503-626-7399 p/r

PENNSYLVANIA
Erie 3rd Sat Ron,KB3QBB, 814-833-6829, kb3qbb@arrl.com, 

www.wattsburg-wireless.us p/r
Lebanon 3rd Sat Wa3gpm@arrl.net
Pittsburgh 10/9 Bob, N3LWP, 412-366-0488, 

n3lwp@verizon.net w/i ok

PUERTO RICO
San Juan Last Sat Hotline: 787-789-4998, prarl@prarl.org w/i

SOUTH CAROLINA
Charleston 3rd Wed Robert Johnson, ae4rj@amsat.org; 

www.qsl.net/wa4usn/ w/i
Charleston 2nd Sat Riley Stone, 843-832-9105, 

k4hyy@sc.rr.com w/i

VIRGINIA
Alexandria 2nd Sat John, WZ4A, 703-971-3905, wz4a@arrl.net w/i
Stafford Sat Bart, N3GQ, 540-373-4506, n3gq@arrl.net,

www.qsl.net/semcomm p/r

WASHINGTON
Tacoma 2nd Tues Radio Club of Tacoma, 253-759-2040,

www.w7dk.org
Vancouver Hotline! CCARC, 360-896-8909 p/r
Vancouver Call Vancouver ARC-Clark County, 360-892-5580

C. Wayne Schuler, AI9Q ai9q@arrl.net w/i ok

WEST VIRGINIA
Parkersburg 2nd Mon Dana Pickens, WV8G, 304-422-6101 w/i, p/r

WISCONSIN
Racine 1st Sat Robert, W0WLN, 262-886-8551 w/i pref.
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INDIANA – Special Event Station W9JOZ, from The Town That
Never Was, Oct.  2. Sponsored by the Starke County Amateur Radio
Club operates from Radioville, IN – a town that was to be developed
as a city, but it all fell through. It is still recognized by the state as a
town, even though nothing was ever developed there. W9JOZ will
operate from Radioville on 10 - 80 meters from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. CST.
QSL via callbook address.

NEW YORK CITY - Hall of Science Amateur Radio Club
Hamfest, New York Hall of Science parking lot, Flushing Meadow
Corona Park, 47-01 111th St., Queens, on Oct. 3. Doors open for ven-
dors at 7:30 a.m.; buyers admitted at 9 a.m. Free parking. Door prizes,
Drop and Shop, QSL card checking, food and refreshments. Free
admission to museum from 10-11 a.m., or $6 after that with hamfest
ticket. VE exams at 10 a.m. Admission by donation: buyers $5, sell-
ers $10 per space. Talk-in: 444.200 MHz repeater (PL 136.5); 145.270
MHz, -600 kHz (PL 136.5). Information: http://www.hosarc.org.

CALIFORNIA – Special Event Station N6W, in commemoration
of National Wildlife Refuge Week, Sunday, Oct. 10 and Saturday, Oct.
16. Operating at the Kern County Wildlife Refuge in Delano.
Operating both days on 20 meters around 14.240 (+/- QRM).
Contact five stations listed as active sites to earn a certificate. Check
http://www.nwrweek-radio.info/. For more information on the LCWR
in Delano, visit: http://www.fws.gov/kern/refuges/kern/. QSL to
N6AJ, 2701 Fordham, Bakersfield, CA 93305.

WISCONSIN - USS Cobia Amateur Radio Club, NB9QV, WW II
Submarine “USS Cobia” AGSS-245 will be on the air commemorat-
ing the 28 submarines that were built in Manitowoc,WI during WW
II era. Oct 23-24, 1400Z-2100Z - 7.250, 14.260 MHz (+/- 25kHz) SSB.
For QSL send your QSL and a #10 SASE to: Fred Neuenfeldt W6BSF
4932 So. 10th St. Manitowoc,WI. 54220-9121. For a special color
certificate please send $1 and your QSL to: Tom McNulty K0EFV
4015 Independence Ave. Waterloo,IA. 50703-9317. See: http://www.
qrz.com/nb9qv for more information.

VIRGINIA - Lynchburg Amateur Radio Club, N4J. Archaeology
Open House at Thomas Jefferson’s Poplar Forest, his retreat home and
farm in Bedford County, VA. Uncovering evidence of life and work
on the plantation 200 years ago. Oct 9, 1300Z-2000Z, Forest, VA -
7.260, 14.263, 14.070 PSK. QSL. Dick Hiner, W4HMK, 3977 Waugh
Switch Rd., Big Island, VA 24526. http://www.k4cq.n4kss.net.

ALASKA – 2010 National Wildlife Refuge Week, Oct. 15-17,
1600Z-2400Z. Alaska Hams, Friends of Alaska National Wildlife
Refuges, Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge, Homer, Alaska.
21.310, 14.265, 7.240, 3.910. QSL KL1YY.

TEXAS – Lufkin Hamfest 2010, Oct.  16, jointly sponsored by the
Deep East Texas Amateur Radio Club and Nacogdoches Amateur
Radio Club.Location will be the gymnasium of the Lufkin First Church
of the Nazarene,1604 S. Medford Drive, Lufkin, TX – directly across
the street from the Toyota dealership on Loop 287 South. Anyone
wanting to set up early may do so on Friday evening, Oct. 
15, between 3 p.m. and 9 p.m. On Oct.  16, vendor setup will begin at
7 a.m., and doors will open to all others at 8 a.m. Sales will cease at
noon. Everyone is invited to participate. There is no charge for admis-
sion, for vendors, for inside tables or for setting up in our tailgate
area. Talk-in will be on 146.940 ( - offset, PL 141.3), a club repeater
located in Lufkin. Prize tickets will be sold for $1 each or 6 tickets for
$5. A variety of prizes will be drawn for and given away throughout
the morning. All prize tickets will be returned to the hopper for the
grand prize drawing noon. Visit: http://www.lufkinhamfest.com/ for
details and up-to-the-minute changes regarding Lufkin Hamfest 2010.

ARIZONA - Old Pueblo Radio Club Annual Swap Meet, Saturday,
Oct.  16, from 7 a.m. to noon MST at the Kino Community Center,
2805 E Ajo Way, Tucson. Vendors, swap meet, testing. Admission to
public is free, vendors, $5. Talk-in on 147.3 MHz, CTCSS 110.9 Hz.
Contact Ron, N7SPW for further information at 5402 E 8th St., Tucson,
AZ 85711. (520) 207-3852, or n7spw@arrl.net.

MASSACHUSETTS - K1W, From National Wildlife Refuge Week,
Parker River NWR, Newburyport, Massachusetts; Pentucket Radio
Association; 1500-2000Z Oct.  9-17 on 18.125,14.265, 7.240, 3.880
MHz. For QSL send SASE to Pentucket Radio Association,K1KKM,
25 Elm Park, Groveland, Massachusetts, 01834.

NEW JERSEY - Special Event Station N2CMC, Cape May County
Amateur Radio Club, Wildwood, New Jersey. Oct. 2, 1300 to 2100Z.
Commemorating the CMCARC 35th Anniversary at former USCG
Loran Unit, Wildwood. CW: 7.030, 14.040, 21.040; SSB: 7.260,
14.260, 21.260. Stations contacted may request certificate or QSL.
Name and address to QSL to: CMCARC Fox Run Road, C.M.C.H.
NJ, 08210.

MASSACHUSETTS - N1P - Special event station: Franklin
County Pumpkinfest 2010. Saturday, Oct.  23 in Turners Falls,
Massachusetts. “Number 1 Pumpkin.” For full information:
http://n1kxr.webs.com/pumpkinfest_2010.htm.

TEXAS – HamEXPO, Oct.  2. Bell County Expo Center, 301 Loop
121 (West) Belton, TX. Sponsored by the Temple Amateur Radio
Club. Visit: http://www.beltonhamexpo.org/. VE testing. Talk-in:
146.820 (PL 123.0). Contact: Mike LeFan, WA5EQQ – (254) 773-
3590. E-mail: expo@tarc.org.

HAMFESTS & SPECIAL EVENTS

OCTOBER

Within the pages of CQ VHF you’ll find
more meaty reading aimed at the really
serious VHFer. That’s what our surveys
told us you wanted and that’s what 
we deliver!  

By taking advantage of our subscription
specials you’ll save money and have

CQ VHF delivered right to your mailbox.
Only $26 for four information-packed quarterly issues.
Or better yet,  enter a two or three year subscription
at these special prices. As always, every subscription
comes with our money back guarantee.



The magazine 
for the VHF/UHF
Enthusiast

CQ VHF
25 Newbridge Road Hicksville, NY 11801

www.cq-vhf.com
FAX : 516 681-2926 • Call Toll-Free: 800-853-9797

1 year only $26.00 • 2 years $52.00 •
3 years $78.00 

Canada/Mexico - 1 year $36, 2 years $72, 3 years $108;
Foreign 1 year $39, 2 years $78.00, 3 years $117  

Payable in U.S. dollars

Have your hamfest or special event listed . . . 
click here!
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BEAM HEADINGS from your QTH to over
400 USA & Worldwide locations $25.00. 
ENGINEERING SYSTEMS INC., P.O. Box
1934 Middleburg, VA 20118-1934;
w4het@aol.com. xxx

CERTIFICATE FOR PROVEN TWO-WAY

RADIO CONTACTS with amateurs in all 10
USA call areas. Award suitable to frame 
and proven achievements added on 
request. Send SASE to W6LS, 45527 3rd St.
East, Lancaster, CA 93535-1802 to get data
sheet. F00

WANTED FOR MUSEUM: PRE-1980

MICRO-COMPUTERS, also early-micro-
computer journals, newsletters and advertis-
ing literature. KK4WW, P.O. Box 179, Floyd,
VA 24091; 540/763-2321, 540/745-2322.

F00X

SALE: CQ/HAM RADIO/QST/73 magazines
and binders. SASE brings data sheet.
W6DDB, 45527 Third Street East, Lancaster,
CA 93535-1802. F00

Click here to list your items!
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S-Line equipment? These DVDs are

like having an experienced 
professional right next to you!

From Hi-Res Communications, Inc., these
well-produced, authoritative DVDs cover all
the most common repair and tune-up 
subjects on these classic radios.

Shipping & Handling: US & Possessions-add $7 for the first
item, $3.50 for the second and $2 for each additional item.
Foreign-calculated by order weight and destination and added
to your credit card charge. 
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Two disc set, 226 minutes total
Order No. C-75S $89.95

Collins KWM-2
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I
t was more than 10 years ago that Krusty Olde Kurt reviewed
an antenna that originated in England called the Crossed
Field Antenna.

It used a principle new to antenna design based on the Poynting
Vector. One of these was installed in Egypt. Just 21-feet tall, it
replaced a 211-foot broadcast tower and allegedly produced a
radiated field 6-dB stronger. A 30,000 watt transmitter replaced
a 100,000 watt transmitter and gave the same coverage. Kurt com-
mented that if there was 70,000 watts lost in the original instal-
lation, it must have been pretty hot at the transmitter site.

There was considerable disbelief in the antenna engineering
community. It wanted certified field strength measurements that
proved the claims. Unfortunately these were not available. Not
available? A broadcast station in operation with no field
strength measurements made?

In the U.S. one has to supply field strength measurements in
eight different directions and at several distances before going
on the air with programming. What kind of engineering was
done to install this antenna, anyhow?

To answer the questions the manufacturer arranged to have a
group of engineers from the U.S. come to the transmitter site
and verify the claims. A representative of the online magazine
Antennex was among those armed with field strength meters and
other test equipment.

A date was set but, unfortunately, it could not be met because
of “government entry problems.” The problems were never
solved and the independent evaluation never happened.

A new station was to be built on the Isle of Man where verifi-
able measurements would be made. There was construction
delay-after-delay and finally the project was scrapped after the
government began to wonder if the performance claims were true.
Again, those elusive field strength measurements were not made.

Two Years Later . . .
An antenna using the same principles appeared two years later

in the U.S. called the EH Antenna.  It was only 2/100 of a wave-
length high as compared to a dipole at 50/100 wavelength long.
And it allegedly had near 100 percent efficiency – just like a
dipole. Again, it worked on this new principle of crossed fields.
Because of this, conventional antenna concepts do not apply.
Another miracle antenna but, as before, field strength mea-
surements were not available.

But, at last, verified tests were made. And these are the only
verified tests Kurt knows about. They were run at radio station
WKQV-AM in Eatonton, Georgia. The EH was tested against
WKQV’s standard vertical. The reported result: The EH anten-
na is woefully inefficient and does not by any means radiate as
well as a standard vertical.

. . . And Today
While browsing the Internet recently, Krusty Olde Kurt hap-

pened upon an antenna for sale called the Super “C.” It is “a
radical change in antenna design . . . The first fundamental

change in over 50 years.” And what is this marvelous antenna?
A small antenna – only 3-feet high and 6-feet wide – that per-
forms as well as a full size antenna.

How does it do this? By using the same principle as used in
the Crossed Field Antenna and the EH Antenna. There is a very
short vertical mast. At its top is a wire mesh basket looking like
an upside down waste basket. At the base of the mast is a flat
wire mesh plate with a hole in its center. These two parts form
a capacitor that creates a large electric field. The short mast cre-
ates a magnetic field. The two fields combine to form an elec-
tromagnetic wave.

Kurt can tell you that this is not so. A radio-frequency electric
field produces a magnetic field. The magnetic field produces an
electric field. This process continues as the field radiates into
space. You can’t form an electric field all by itself, then produce
a magnetic field all by itself, and then combine them to form a
radio wave. The radio frequency electric wave produces its own
magnetic field and the two gallop happily off into space.

We are told that ordinary antennas are “magnetic field dom-
inated” whereas the Super “C” is “electric field dominated”
because of the intense field generated by the capacitor current.

“Maxwell and Poynting, pioneers in electromagnetic radia-
tion in the late 1800s, developed the basic equation ExH=S. The
E vector crossing or interacting with the magnetic field vector
H produces electromagnetic radiation S. Both fields must be
present. If one antenna has a large magnetic field 10H and a
small electric field 2E, radiation is 10Hx2E =20S. If instead,
the antenna has a large electric field, 10E, and a small magnet-
ic field, 2H, radiation is still 20S.”

Again Kurt is here to tell you that this is baloney. The ratio
of E to H is easily found from Ohm’s law which works in space
just as well as it does in our circuits here on earth.

We all know that E/I = R. The impedance of free space is 377
ohms. So the electric field strength, E, divided by the magnet-
ic field strength, H, equals 377 ohms. You can’t have a giant
electric field and a tiny magnetic field. Their ratio will not equal
377 ohms so they cannot exist in space.

Kurt does not think that the Super “C” can change the imped-
ance of space.

In Conclusion . . . 
What we have here is another attempt to foist off this wacky

idea with a lot of pseudoscientific explanations. It flies in the
face of basic engineering principles.

The only verifiable independent test on record casts doubt on
its efficiency. The fact that it is patented (patent No. 5,796,369)
does not mean it’s a good radiator.

Kurt’s advice is to just keep your current antenna. Especially
if you know it works.

Kurt welcomes questions of general interest from readers and
will answer them in his Kolumn. Write to him at:
WorldRadioOnline@gmail.com.

AERIALS

Sometimes What Goes Around
Just Keeps Coming Around

Kurt N. Sterba
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