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and website hatched by Filipe Ceglia,
PYINB, and Pete Smith, N4ZR which
“aggregates” various CW Skimmers
located around the world into a single
source of data.

A short description from the website
describes the Reverse Beacon Network
(RBN) as “... a revolutionary new idea.
Instead of beacons actively transmitting
signals, the RBN is a network of stations
listening to the bands and reporting what
stations they hear, when and how well.”
As a DXer, this is very useful in deter-
mining how your signal fares in other
parts of the world.

The website further states, “Now, for
the first time, you can compare your sig-
nal with those of your friends and com-
petitors, in near real time or historically.
If you wonder how your signal stacked up
during last weekend's contests, the Signal
Comparison Tool will give you real,
quantitative data. Tell it what stations you
want to compare, based on signals heard
by a given reverse beacon on a certain
band at a certain time, and there you'll
have it.”

Since the RBN keep statistics on what
it’s heard in the past (in addition to real
time, of course), I was curious to see how
my local DXer friend K9BWI would fare
at the various CW Skimmer locations. By
simply searching for his callsign in the
“history database”, I can see which
Skimmers were hearing him and how loud
he was at that given time (figure 3). Of
course, this can also be done in real time
(figure 4) and you could have what I’d call
a “horse race”. The loudest one wins!

I found the whole idea of CW Skimmer
and the Reverse Beacon Network is very
intriguing. The RBN currently depends
on volunteer stations. Many of the sta-
tions are “listening” 24/7 and are located
throughout North American and Europe.
However, the network could always use
your help. If you run CW Skimmer, it is
very easy to feed your “spots” into the
aggregator of the RBN. A simple down-
load which integrates into CW Skimmer
is all it takes to become a “listening post.”

That’s it for this month’s column. I
look forward to hearing your comments,
complaints or whatever is on your mind.
If you have a story or opinion you would
like to share, please send it to me at
nOvd@dxcentral.com. I’'ll do my best to
include it in and upcoming column. Until
next time, see you in pileups - and now
on Twitter as NOVD!
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The DX Store

Amateur Radio Equipment for DXers!

Whether you’re operating from
halfway around the world or just
up the hall from your living room,
you want equipment you can
count on to perform... You want -

sales@dxstore.com
www.dxstore.com
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ELECTRIC RADIO MAGAZINE

In circulation over 20 years, ER is

a monthly publication celebrating

classic equipment that was the

pride of our shacks just a few

years ago. Send $1 for a sample:

ER, PO Box 242
Bailey, CO 80421-0242
720-924-0171

NOW OFFERING VINTAGE EQUIPMENT REPAIRS
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Morse Telegraph Club

Landline Morse is alive and well!

“Dots and Dashes” Newsletter ® The Ace Holman
National Telegraph Office & Hub ® Internet Telegraphy
Railroad Telegraphy ® Morse Telegraph Demonstrations

Learn more about the history of the telegraph or simply enjoy using
American Morse code and authentic telegraph equipment.

Info: www.morsetelegraphclub.org

<http://www.morsetelegraphclub.org/>
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