


are using CW to get to know one anoth-
er. And, of course, there are also mes-
sages on the CW sub-bands of love gone
badly. One night I was listening in the
upper 15-meter CW sub-band when I
heard an exchange that went something
like this.

Ca Op: I can’t believe that jerk.

NY Op: Yes, he didn’t deserve you.

Ca Op: Boy, I am getting even.

NY Op: How?

Ca Op: I am sitting here in the wow-
est lingerie he will never see.

NY Op: Yes, serves him right the cad.

By the way, the power of Cupid on the
CW sub-bands should never be underes-
timated. One trick of Field Day groups
to increase contact traffic is to have their
YL operators mention their name during
the CW exchange like this: de WZ9ZZQ
10-A NE 10-A NE OP IS SUZI SUZI
QSL? That exchange often results in an
immediate pile up on that frequency.

February is not only the month where
CW is the language of love; it is also a
month for the love of CW, even when it
is freezing cold outside. Here is a
Scholastic Aptitude Test type CW analo-
gy question for fun involving February.

If New Zealand is the antipode to Des
Moines, lowa, give or take a few hundred
miles, what is the equivalent antipode of
Field Day?

Giveup? It’s “Freeze Your Keys Day.”
This year “Freeze Your Keys” day falls
on Saturday, February 20. Like Field
Day, this is a day set aside in the middle
of winter where operators go outside, set
up Special Event stations, usually QRP,
and prove that they can operate even when
it is cold enough to freeze your keys. If
a person wants to join in the fun, the oper-
ating hours for the event are from 1400 to
2200 UTC (8 am to 4 pm CST). One of
the clubs operating in the cold on Feb. 20
will be the Kickapoo QRP Amateur Radio
Club from Leavenworth, Kansas, who
will be on 14.060 and 7.040 MHz. QSL
via Gary Auchard, 34058 167th St,
Leavenworth, KS 66048-9473.

The FISTS Winter Sprint is Saturday
February 13, 1700Z-2100Z. The rules
and an entry sheet are available at
http://www fists.org/sprints.html . This is
a great CW event for first time contesters.
FISTS are known for being patient with
beginners and will slow down when asked
(“pse QRS”). Give it a try.
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