






works, I didn’t really want to be standing
outside in 10 degree temperatures with
snow blowing at 30mph. And due to some
order snafus, it looked like it could be
December before the antenna would even
get here. However, the gods must have
been smiling on us because we were able
to get the base set in late September
(between snow falls) and the rest of the
antenna in the air and all radials buried
before the ground froze. This now gave
W5JQ a complete arsenal for 10-160
meters to chase his goal of 5BDXCC.

Jay’s wanted to start working on 80 and
15 meter DXCC. Before the HyTower
went up, Jay had managed to work just a
handful of entities on 80m. He had many
more on 15, but still needed a few to top
the 100 mark. As it turned out, the CQWW
CW contest was just two weeks away. If
you have not already learned the secret to
easy DXing, during the six major contests,
it is very easy to pick up some exotic and
semi-rare DXCC entities. In fact, it’s not
uncommon to be able to work DXCC over
the course of that weekend! So everything
was all set: 80m was going to be his focus,
with the goal of putting some new band
countries in the log on all bands.

Sunday morning of the CQWW CW
contest I get a phone call from Jay. He is
all excited because not only has he man-
aged 25 new countries on 80, he’s also
put a few new ones in the log on 15 and
20. All of this from a guy who, just a few
short months ago, had inches of dust and
cobwebs hanging off his equipment. 

In fact, as I write this, Jay and I had sat
in a local pub earlier in the evening talk-
ing about DXing, QSLing and bigger and
better antennas. He’s already planning to
raise his tower another 10 feet and move
his tri-bander up 20 feet this spring. And
if that wasn’t enough, Jay was talking
about participating in one of the 2010
ARRL DX contests from Zone 1! It real-
ly great to have an old friend back in the
DXing game. Now when I see a 60 over
S9 signal on my meter, I don’t have to
ask myself, “Who’s that?” I’m almost
certain that it’s W5JQ who’s forgotten to
go split before dumping his call in the 
DX pileups!

That’s it for this month’s column. A
very special thanks to Jay Temple, W5JQ,
for letting me tell your story. I look for-
ward to hearing your comments, com-
plaints or whatever is on your mind. If you
have a story or opinion you would like to
share, please send it to me at
n0vd@dxcentral.com. I’ll do my best to
include it in an upcoming column. Until
next time, see you in pileups - and now on
Twitter as N0VD! 
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Amateur Radio Equipment for DXers!

Whether you’re operating from

halfway around the world or just

up the hall from your living room,

you want equipment you can

count on to perform... You want

CUSTOM
TRANSFORMERS
Plate and Filament Transformers

• Hypersil or Grain Oriented DG Cores
• CM Chokes • Inductors • Toroidal Windings

Electronic Products Design, Inc.
919-365-9199   Fax 919-365-7005

www.epd-inc.com  •  sales@epd-inc.com
2231 Wendell Road, Wendell, NC 27591
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HamTestOnline™ 
Web-based training for the 
ham radio written exams 

 Quick, easy way to learn. 
 100% guaranteed — you pass the 
exam or get your money back. 

 Better than random practice tests. 
 Provides additional information. 
 Presents concepts in logical order. 
 Tracks progress on each question. 
 Focuses on your weak areas with 
“intelligent repetition”. 
 Better than books — question drill 
keeps you engaged. 
 Try our free trial. 
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651-489-5080    Fax 651-489-5066       sales@timewave.com           www.timewave.com
1025 Selby Ave., Suite 101,    St. Paul, MN 55104 USA
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... and Kill the Noise with the
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