





#6 Most Wanted overall in the world.
That was until recently.

If you happened to be on the bands dur-
ing the second half of February, you had
an opportunity to put this rare DXCC
country in your log. The two week
DXpedition lead by Bob Allphin,
K4UEE, and Glen Johnson, WOG]J, put
nearly 116,000 QSOs in the log.
However, as with any major DXpedition,
it seems that some operators want to com-
plain about not getting a QSO.

Some of the comments being made on
the various DX reflectors and Internet
web sites are reminiscent of those that
came after the 2007 BS7H DXpedition to
Scarborough Reef. I’'m always perplexed
when it’s somehow the DXpedition’s
fault that a QSO couldn’t be made. Now,
I realize that for stations in North
America, propagation to KP5 is almost
always present on some band. But the
reality is that if you wanted to work this
DXpedition, the opportunity was there —
even if you were in Europe or Asia. I did
not need KP5 for an all time new one, but
I did take the opportunity to fill in some
band countries. And honestly, it took
very little effort (for the most part), to put
them in the log — the key was to figure
out the operator’s pattern.

The K5D team did a decent job of
working regions of the world when the
propagation dictated. They were working
the various parts of the world when they
should have been. I will admit, howev-
er, there were a few nights they were
working North American on the low
bands during the European sunrise which
left me a little perplexed.

This leads me to one of the complaints
I happened to see recently. A gentleman
from the US was complaining that KSD
was only working Europe every time he
listened. I could only assume he was lis-
tening at the same time every day so my
suggestion to him was to stagger his lis-
tening throughout the day. If you want-
ed to work them on 80 or 160 meters, a
really good time might be 3AM. Ok, it
might be inconvenient to get up in the
middle of the night, but at this time in the
morning it should be fairly easy. It’s well
past the European sunrise and most of the
DXers in North America are in bed! This
is exactly how I put them in the log on
160. Of course, that’s wasn’t the answer
this gentleman wanted to hear.

As with the BS7H operation, some of
the “less than optimal” stations ended up
on the short end of the stick. One station
from the UK was upset that the team at
K5D didn’t take time to listen for QRP
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stations. Look, at the risk of sounding
crass, a #3 Most Wanted DXCC entity is
going to cause an enormous pileup. Even
with two weeks, I’'m certain the pileups
were still plenty deep and running QRP
to work a “Top 5” DXCC is going to be
challenging at best. The goal of the any
large DXpedition is to give “The
Deserving” a new country. Unless the
pileups have thinned to the point of beg-
ging, there is no reason to expect special
treatment. How is it the DXpedition’s
fault that you didn’t work them because
you have chosen to put yourself at a dis-
advantage? The same is true for those
that feel the DX should listen higher in
the band because of license restrictions.
There is a simple solution to this “prob-
lem”,it’s called an upgrade. I can remem-
ber years ago listening to DX in the lower
25 KHz portion of the bands and not being
able to call them. I never once expected
them to somehow accommodate my
shortcomings due to my license class. As
a result, I took it upon myself to get my
Extra class license — problem solved.

Look, I think we all enjoy a good pile-
up as much as the next guy. There is
something about the competition that
triggers the adrenaline rush. But in this
day and age of instant satisfaction, stop
for amoment and look around at what you
can do for yourself in order to put that
new country in the log. We need to stop
asking for special treatment by the
DXpedition because of (fill in the blank).
A pileup is called that for a reason, it’s
every man (or DXer) for himself. It’s not
pretty —and in fact can be downright ugly!
But with a little work and effort, you can
move closer to the front of the line dur-
ing the next big Dxpedition.

That’s it for this month’s column. I
look forward to hearing your comments,
complaints or whatever is on your mind.
If you have a story or opinion you would
like to share, please send it to me at
nOvd@dxcentral.com. I’ll do my best to
include it in my next column. Until next
time, see you in pileups!

—Kelly, NOVD
kjones@virtualcohesion.com

PROMOTING THE USE OF
TEN METERS SINCE 1962

Awards-QSO Parties-Special Events-PaperChasing
Nets Daily (except Sunday) on 28.380 and 28.800 at 1800z|

CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB

www.ten-ten.org / www.10-10.0org

643 N 98th Street - #142
Omaha, NE 68114-2342

Ten-Ten International Net, Inc.

www.isotronantennas.com

The DX Store

Amateur Radio Equipment for DXers!

Whether you’re operating from
halfway around the world or just
up the hall from your living room,
you want equipment you can -
count on to perform... You want
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@ TRAIL-FRIENDLY RADIO

There are Lots of ‘Thieves’
on the Trail

By Richard Fisher, KI6SN

e begin this month with a thank you to the many
Wradio amateurs who took the time to send a wel-

coming note about WorldRadio Online’s new Trail-
Friendly Radio (T-FR) column. There is an audible clamor in
the radio community for a regular forum on outdoor operation.
It is really gratifying. Your kindness, recommendations and
feedback are sincerely appreciated.

If you have a suggestion or question to be covered in a future
T-FR column, please let me know at: KI6SN@aol.com

Right out of the box, February 2009’s T-FR piece on the Joule
Thief homebrewed, trail-friendly, ecologically correct mini-
flashlight seems to have struck a chord.

We ran across the circuit in a popular You Tube video fea-
turing Bre Pettis and Windell H. Oskay who were inspired by
a Web site by Big Clive: “Things to Make and Do” at
http://www.bigclive.com/mkendo.htm

Apparently, lots of trail operators like the idea.

Wondering: How Does The Joule Thief Work?

Ed Kotz, AD7GR, writes from Baker City, Oregon that he
had fun with the Joule Thief light in the, new WorldRadio Online
magazine.

“I scraped together mostly substituted parts and built one for
myself. We don't have access to those nice Trader Joe mint tins,
but I did find a plastic playing card box with a clear section. A
nice quick build project.

“If I may, I have one suggestion: Would you include the the-
ory? The ‘how-it-works’ behind the projects? This would be
invaluable for the novice ham and a good review for your read-
ers. I have already had to field one ‘how-does-it-work?’ e-mail
from a friend.

“Thanks, and do keep the Trail Friendly Radio articles
coming.”

AD7GR does really impressive work (see photo), doesn’the?
My apologies for not including the theory behind the circuit.
These Web sites have “how-it-works” data on the Joule Thief:

http://www.ledsales.com.au/kits/joule_thief.pdf
http://www.instructables.com/id/My-Joule-thief/

Variations On The Joule Thief

Doug Phillips, W7RDP, of Sammamish, Washington sent
along some photographs of his Joule Thief (you can see them
on the Trail-Friendly Radio Extra Web site: http://www.
TrailFriendlyRadio.blogspot.com) and provided this back-
ground on a different design:

“Here is the link to the circuit I finally ended up using from
EDN magazine:

http://www.edn.com/contents/images/6413790.pdf
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A clear plastic playing card box was used to house Ed Kotz,
AD7GR’s version of the energy-efficient Joule Thief mini-
flashlight, suitable for use on the trail.

“The photo of the board on my fingers (at T-FR Extra on
the Web) was the first try at converting the circuit from ugly
construction leaded parts to hand-scribed islands on printed
circuit board using surface mount parts. I ended up using an
FT23-43 for the transformer with 28 turns of No. 30 wire for
the primary — all I could fit on the FT23 core— and 8 turns
for the secondary.

“I checked the output on an oscilloscope and found about 6-
volts peak so I added a second LED in series and got satisfac-
tory results. I had a package of the larger |0mm LEDs from ‘Cy
the LED Guy’ that I acquired as a door prize at Pacificon ®
2006 and always wanted to put something in the Altoids gum
tins I collect.

“Idrilled the end of the tins, used five-minute epoxy to mount
them and used double sided tape to hold the board and single
AA battery holder.

“I get over 48 hours use from a new AA battery and have
used them at Salmoncon ®, other camping radio/fly fishing
adventures, and around the house during power outages we have
up here after wind storms. They work really well and are much
safer than candles.

“The circuit is elegant, just two 2N3904s (2N2222s will work
just fine also), transformer, 200 ohm resistor, battery, and two
LEDs. The designer is Jim Grant of Scientific Controls,
Orlando, Florida and the Design Ideas column in EDN is edit-
ed by Brad Thompson, AA1IP.

“The only tricky thing is to get the phasing correct on the
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transformer, if the circuit doesn't work,
reversing either the primary or secondary
leads will fix it.”

Thanks to W7RDP for sharing his ideas
for variations of the Joule Thief. If others
try the EDN version, please drop us a note
to let us know how it worked out.

And What About That Toroid?

Alan Mode, KK6ZL, of Pleasanton,
California asks, “Where did you find the
FT50-61 toroid for the Joule Thief in the
WorldRadio Online article?”

Many parts houses stock the FT50-61.
One is Dan’s Small Parts and Kits, Box
3634, Missoula, MT 59806-3634. Call:
(406) 258 2782.

For his catalog on the Web go to
http://www.danssmallpartsandkits.net/

A Less Expensive ‘Thief’
Enclosure

John Dundas, W6SU, writes from San
Marino, California that “after reading
your article in the February 2009 issue, I
rushed right over to Trader Joe's and
obtained the necessary Green Tea Mints.

“If I can finish them, then I can work
on the project. But while at Trader Joe’s,
I found a way to lower the cost of the pro-
ject - namely the Licorice Altoids which
sell for only $1.49, as opposed to $1.99
for the green tea version.

“I had been working on a similar pro-
ject to use up old batteries, and had just
about gotten it to the prototype stage
when I saw your article, beating me to
the punch.

“My idea was to make a cylindrical
holder for two batteries and connect them
to a 3-volt light bulb, through a switch, to
allow it to flash. Was going to call it a
‘light flash,” or something similar. Oh
well, another one of my brilliant ideas
down the toroids.

“Anyway, good to catch up with you
again, at least in print. In person would
be better!”

As it happens, I met up with W6SU at
a local amateur radio swap meet a week
after receiving his e-mail and told him
how much I liked his two-battery idea.
After a visit to my local TJ’s, I learned
that, indeed, it had carried the less expen-
sive Altoids in the see-through case sim-
ilar to the green tea.

In addition, we found some larger, cir-
cular cases with plastic windows bearing
TJ’s Dark Chocolate Wedges ($3.29) and
Expresso Pillows ($2.49), if you’d like to
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go with a more elegant, higher-end look
for your Joule Thief.

T-FR Antennas For RV’ers?

Dick Booth, W7VPV, of Portland,
Oregon writes, “I just wanted you to know
that when I got notice of the first
(WorldRadio Online) issue, I spent the
next hour reviewing the issue, especially
your column ‘Trail-Friendly Radio.’

“Very good article. You gave me a
heads up about your blog earlier, which
featured that project but it was a good
review. It will be my next project. I still
have more to look at in this issue.

“You asked for ideas for T-FR and here
is one thought: My wife and I are RV’ers.
We have a fifth wheel trailer. I know that
to many campers, using a trailer is not
really camping. However, we are past the
tent camping phase. We still like to hike
and do so when we are out and about.

“It would be interesting to see some
ideas on antennas to try both on our fifth
wheel and when we are hiking around.

“Hope this wouldn’t be too basic for a

few ideas in the future.”

Great topic. Outdoor, trail-friendly
radio can take any form you’d like —
including RV’ing. If there are RV ers out
there who have had success in using
antennas on their vehicle or on the trail,
we’d certainly like to hear from them.
With the number of RV’ing radio ama-
teurs traversing North America, there
must be some great ideas to share with
‘VPV and other T-FR column readers.
Thanks for the question.

Trail-Friendly Radio Extra Web
Links

Quick links to all of the Web sites cited
in this column can be found on the Trail-
Friendly Radio Extra Web site: http://
www.TrailFriendlyRadio.blogspot.com

You’ll also find additional photographs
of the Joule Thief craftsmanship of
AD7GR and W7RDP.

Please make a point to check the T-FR
Extra Web site from time to time for
updates.

KB3IFH 0SL CARDS
ot o e

QSL Cards * Eyeball Cards © Foldover Cards
www.kb3ifh.homestead.com / 410-440-0282

High Quality Miniature Paddle Keys
www.paddlette.com

425/743-1429
P.O.Box 6036, Edmonds, WA 98026

The NorCal40A
Transceiver Kit

Sure, there are a few 40 meter cw kits out
there to choose from. But the NorCal 40A
stands apart from the rest with a unique
combination of custom features and
big-rig performance.

Open up most QRP rigs and you'll find a
rat’s nest of wires. Open up a '40A-a snap
with our quick-release latches-and you’ll
find clean, no-wires construction that's
worth showing off! Performance is equally
impressive: of several popular QRP rigs, the
'40A posted the best receiver sensitivity
(=137dBrn; see June *96 QST. With its fast
QSK, 2W output, RIT, crystal filter and
ultra-stable VFO, the '40A
is a joy to operate.

P.O. Box 3422. Joplin, MO 64803-3422
http://www.fix.net/~jparker/wild.html

Wilderness Radio

(417) 782-1397

Add your own accessories, or outfit your
NorCal 40A as pictured above with the
legendary KCI Keyer and Morseoutput
Frequency Counter. The KCl is so small it’ll
fit into any rig, but it’s a perfect match for the
'40A. The KCI’s message memory and Iambic
A and B modes provide operating flexibility.
Running from batteries? The '40A and KCl
together draw only 20mA on receive! Please
call or write for more details.

NorCal40A  $145
KCl $ 45
(shipping additional)
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