






Jointness is certainly easier to say and spell.  Whatever you call
it, NIMS has the perfect definition:

“First and foremost, interoperability is the ability of emer-
gency management/response personnel to interact and work
well together.” 

Only after that injunction does NIMS get into the technicali-
ties of communication, declaring that emcomm systems should:  

—Be the same or linked to the same system that the jurisdic-
tion uses for non-emergency procedures. [MARS: we conform.] 

—Effectively interface with national standards, as they are
developed. [MARS: so far so good.]

—Allow the sharing of data throughout the incident man-
agement process and among all key players. [MARS: been
there, done that, with Winlink].    

Inauguration Day provided an ample test of how far joint-
ness has come in MARS, but also how far it has to go. 

On the basis of a few early After-Action Reports. the eastern
coastal commands (Regions 1 through 4, Maine to Florida).
were ready for emergency traffic throughout the day-long 
activation. 

Among lessons learned, though, was the need to become more
familiar with, and respectful of, the special instructions apply-
ing to the nets and needs of the other MARS branches when
sharing each others’ facilities. 

Reporting for Region 3, which includes the District of
Columbia and neighboring states on four sides, Maryland state
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Technical Topics
Scrapbook 1985-1989
byPat Hawker, G3VA
RSGB, 1st Ed., 1993, 346 pages 
A collection of popular ‘Technical
Topics’ articles by Pat Hawker

published in RadCom magazine during the years
1985 through 1989. A wealth of informaton, ideas,
modifications and tips for the radio amateur.

Order: RSVUDXB $18.00 
Digital Modes 
for All Occasion
By Murray Greenman, ZL1PBPU
RSGB, 2002 Ed., 208 pages. 
Simply the most “complete”
book on Digital Modes available.
Over 100 illustrations!

Order: RSDMFAC $28.50 

Practical Receivers
for Beginners
By John Case, GW4HWR
RSGB, 1996 Ed., 165 pages
Selection of easy-to-build receiver
designs suitable for amateur
bands (including microwaves) and

simple fun projects and test equipment.

Order: RSPRN

Backyard Antennas
RSGB, 1st Ed., 2000, 208 pgs. 
Whether you have a house, 
bungalow or apartment, Backyard
Antennas will helpyou find the
solution to radiating a good signal
on your favorite band.

Order: RSBYA                   $33.00 

$26.50 

Antenna Topics
byPat Hawker, G3VA
RSGB. 2002 Ed. 384 pages. 

A chronological collection of
selections of G3VA’s words over
the years. Hundreds of areas
and subjects are covered. 

Order No. RSAT $33.00 

Shipping and Handling: US and Possessions $7.00 for first book,$3.50 for the second,and $2 for each additional book. FREE SHIPPING ON ORDERS
OVER $100.00 (merchandise only). Foreign - Shipping will be calculated by order weight and destination and will be added to your credit card charge.

CQ Communications Inc., 25 Newbridge Rd., Hicksville, NY 11801
Order Toll-Free 800-853-9797 � Fax 516-681-2926 � www.cq-amateur-radio.com

IOTA Directory
Edited by Roger Balister, G3KMA
RSGB, 2007 Ed..

Fully updated, lists all islands that 
qualify for IOTA, grouped by 
continent, and indexed by prefix.
Details the award rules and
includes application forms.

Order: RSIOTA $16.00 

RSGB Prefix Guide
RSGB, 8th Ed., 2007. 80 pages.

Guide’s prefix IDs and info has 
been fully updated. Provides a 
listing of prefixes and their 
entities, continent, CQ Zone,
ITU Zone, latitude and 
longitude  and much more. 

Order: RSPFXG $15.00

RSGB Books from View more RSGB Bookson our website!

RF Components & Circuits
By Joe Carr, G3YWX 
RSGB, 2002 Ed., 416 pages.

A complete self-study course in RF
technology, in a readable and  
straightforward format.

Order: RSRFCC $45.00

Low Power Scrapbook
RSGB, 2001 Ed., 320 pages. 

Choose from dozens of simple
transmitter and receiver projects for
the HF bands and 6m, including the
tiny Oner transmitter and the White
Rose Receiver. Ideal for the 
experimenter or anyone who likes the fun of 
building and operating their own radio equipment.

Order: RSLPS $18.00 



director Sears commented, “NCS perfor-
mance was outstanding.” (It’s no secret
that the Net Control Station is key to this
kind of high-pressure operation.)

“Further,” Sears said, “stations from all
[three] MARS services observed the min-
imize order— (a ban on non-urgent mes-
sages) placed on certain of Maryland assets
so that these would be free in the event of
emergency traffic. . . . There were several
Navy-Marine Corps and Air Force stations
that checked into the emergency nets.”

In all, Sears reported 67 stations logged
into the Region 3 e-net, including
AAN3PNT at the Pentagon, AAN3DCE
at Homeland Security HQ and AAN1ARL
at the American Radio Relay League.

An early AAR from Air Force MARS
listed 165 check-ins spread among three
simultaneous net operations: the North -
east emcomm net, Transcon, manned dig-
ital net and the airborne phone patch net,
(which handled 7 in-flight calls).

Interoperability, by the way, isn’t just
about sharing nets and traffic. The con-
cept embodied in the AF MARS Transcon
nets (voice and digital) deserves to find
its way into others’ toolboxes. Good ideas
need sharing, too.

Basically the “Transcon style” is a net
into which stations sign on for one-hour

stints during which they silently monitor
for emergency traffic to be listed. Call it
a “standby net.”  It’s a way of keeping a
wide-area channel open with many sta-
tions ready for instant action but without
anybody cluttering the air with non-
essential messages, radio checks or other
chatter. Each hour a fresh net control
comes aboard and calls the roll of stations
aboard at that time. 

Region 3’s Tim Zutaut credits his
emergency operations officer, Larry
Walker, (K4LLQ/AAM3RE), with
proposing the “Transcon style” on
Inauguration Day. 

It happens that the Army MARS team
of Walker, state director Sears and nation-
al government liaison Pudge Forrester
(W4LTX/AAA9GL) was joined at the
state EOC by Navy-Marine Corps MARS
member Frank T. Barranco, Sr,
(NNN0SIM/N3FBQ).

Navy-Marine Corps MARS, Army
MARS, Emergency Management
Agency. Now that’s jointness. And joint-
ness is the future.

Bill Sexton N1IN/AAA9PC can be
reached by snail mail at P.O.B. 428,
Richmond MA 01254, or by e-mail to
N1IN@arrl.net.
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General Class book Up-
grade to the HF bands
with Gordo &W5YI!
Gordo’s manual for 2007-
11 reorganizes all the
questions into logical
topic groups for easier
learning. His explana-
tions include highlighted
key words to help you re-

member the material for test success.
Audio CD is full of great operating tips!

GWGM $20.95

General Book & Software Package
Study at your computer and take practice
exams. Software includes explanations
from Gordo’s book, scores your results
and highlights areas that need further
study. Free Part 97 Book. GUS $44.95

General Audio Course on CD
General Theory Course recorded by
Gordo is full of the sounds that bring
ham radio to life! He talks you through
the Element 3 theory to help you under-
stand the material for your upcoming
exam. 4 audio CDs.

GWGW $29.95
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HAMIT UP!IT UP!
Technician Class General Class Extra Class

Technician Class for the
2006-10 entry-level exam!
Gordo has reorganized
the questions into logical
topic groups for easier
learning! Key words are
highlighted in the expla-
nations to help you re-
member the material for
test success. Web ad-

dresses for more than 150 helpful, educa-
tional sites. GWTM $18.95

Tech Book & Software Package
Package includes Gordo’s book andWin-
dows program that allows you to study at
your computer and take practice exams.
Gordo’s explanations from the book are
now on the software! Free Part 97 Rule
Book. NCS $39.95

Tech Audio Course on CD
Technician Theory Course recorded by
Gordo walks you through what you need
to know for the Element 2 exam. Great
study companion to his Technician Class
book, and an excellent study aid if you
spend a lot of time in your car or truck!
4 audio CDs. GWTW $27.95

Extra Class book
Go to the top with
Gordo! 2008-2012 book
includes all Element 4
questions and answers,
along with Gordo’s fun,
educational explana-
tions. Full of Gordo’s
great memory tricks for
those tough math and

electronic theory questions (wait ‘til you
meet “Eli the Ice Man”)! GWEM $24.95

Extra Book & Software Package
Study at your computer and take practice
exams as the W5YI software scores your
results and highlights areas that need fur-
ther study. Software includes explana-
tions from Gordo’s book. Package
includes Gordo’s Extra Class book and
free Part 97 Book. ECS $49.95

Extra Audio Course on CD
Extra Class Theory Course recorded by
Gordo talks you through the difficult Ele-
ment 4 theory to help you understand
the material and get you ready for your
upgrade to the top. On 6 CDs.

GWEW $39.95

Order today from W5YI: 800-669-9594 or on-line: www.w5yi.org
The W5YI Group P.O. Box 565101 Dallas, TX 75356 Mention this ad for a free gift.
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INCLUDESFREE
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COMPANIONCD!
COMPANIONCD!
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ExtraExtra
ClassClass
Contains the Complete 741-question FCC Element 4
question pool effective July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2012

Questions Reorganized for
Logical, Easy Learning

Educational Explanations
Teach You Extra Class
Fundamentals

Handy Extra Class Formulas

Over 100 Addresses of Helpful,
Educational Web Sites

Highlighted Key Words for
Every Explanation

Fully-illustrated Text
Aids Learning

Frequency Chart Shows
Privileges

List of VEC Examiners
UPGRADE TO THEUPGRADE TO THE

HF WORLDWIDE HAM LICENSEHF WORLDWIDE HAM LICENSE

Amateur Radio Element 4
FCC License Preparation

Gordon West, WB6NOA
and The W5YI Group

Universal Radio
6830 Americana Pkwy.
Reynoldsburg, OH 43068
� Orders: 800 431-3939
� Info: 614 866-4267
www.universal-radio.com

FT-857D

The Yaesu FT-857D is the worlds's smallest
HF/VHF/UHF multimode amateur trans-
ceiver covering 160 m to 70 cm with 100W on
HF. Now with 60 meters and DSP2 built-in.
FREE Yaesu orange mug with FT-857/ 897.

The FT-897D is a multi-mode high-power
base/mobile transceiver covering 160 m to
70 cm including 60 meters.  Now with TCXO.
Visit www.universal-radio.com for details!

FT-897D

http://www.universal-radio.com/
http://www.w5yi.org
mailto:N1IN@arrl.net
http://www.cq-amateur-radio.com



